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I want to thank Mayor Rendell, the people
of the United States Navy, and others who
were critical to this important achievement.
These agreements, combined with the deci-
sion by the Norwegian company Kvaerner to
invest here, will help transform Philadel-
phia’s huge and historic naval shipyard, gen-
erating thousands of high paying jobs, help-
ing to revitalize America’s commercial ship-
building industry. Working together, this re-
markable partnership of business, labor, and
Government will modernize the shipyard and
train workers to produce state-of-the-art
commercial ships. Congratulations to the
people of Philadelphia on an important new
economic venture.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 12:30 p.m. in the administrative of-
fices of Memorial Hall in Philadelphia, PA, for
later broadcast. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Edward Rendell of Philadelphia. The re-
marks were also made available on the White
House Press Radio Actuality Line.

Statement on Signing the Sudbury,
Assabet, and Concord Wild and
Scenic River Act
April 9, 1999

I have today signed into law H.R. 193, the
‘‘Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord Wild and
Scenic River Act.’’ The Act will designate
portions of the Sudbury, Assabet, and Con-
cord Rivers in Massachusetts as part of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. I
am pleased that the Congress has moved
quickly to pass this legislation, which has bi-
partisan support.

This Act recognizes 29 free-flowing miles
of these three rivers for their outstanding
ecology, history, scenery, recreation values,
and place in American literature. Located
about 25 miles west of Boston, these rivers
are remarkably undeveloped and provide
recreational opportunities in a natural setting
to several million people living in the Greater
Boston metropolitan area. Ten of the river
miles lie within the boundary of the Great
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, which
was established to protect the outstanding
waterfowl habitat associated with extensive
riparian wetlands. Historic sites of national

importance, including many in the Minute
Man National Historical Park, are located
near the rivers in the Town of Concord.
Among these is Old North Bridge, site of the
Revolution’s ‘‘shot heard round the world.’’
The rivers are featured prominently in the
works of 19th century authors Hawthorne,
Emerson, and Thoreau, and have been the
subject of ornithological studies since early
days of field observation techniques.

Important to the designation of these riv-
ers and their long-term protection is the
strong local support and commitment to
management and preservation as expressed
by the communities and property owners
along the river segments. Each of the eight
towns along the river segments held town
meetings regarding the designation of these
river segments. Votes at these meetings in
support of designation and endorsement of
the Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord River
Conservation Plan were unanimous among
the eight towns. The Conservation Plan relies
on local and private initiatives to protect the
river segments through local zoning and land
use controls.

I am pleased to add these 29 miles of the
Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord Rivers to the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. I
commend the elected officials and people of
Massachusetts who worked so diligently on
the river study, building local support for the
wild and scenic river designation and the pas-
sage of this legislation. I want to particularly
commend the efforts of Representative
Marty Meehan, the principal sponsor of
H.R. 193, whose leadership led to the enact-
ment of this important legislation. I also want
to recognize Senator Kennedy who cham-
pioned this bill in the Senate.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 9, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 193, approved April 9, was not re-
ceived by the Office of the Federal Register in
time for designation of a Public Law number. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this statement.
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Proclamation 7181—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 1999
April 9, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Inspired by the powerful words of Thomas

Jefferson, the courageous military tactics of
José de San Martı́n, and the revolutionary
spirit of Simón Bolı́var and many other lead-
ers, the peoples of the Americas forged their
nations with a profound respect for liberty
and justice. Today, a devotion to democratic
ideals unifies the countries in our hemi-
sphere. The strengthening of democratic in-
stitutions and practices throughout the
Americas reflects our enduring commitment
to human rights, free and fair elections, and
the rule of law. The expansion of open mar-
kets illustrates our determination to achieve
sustainable economic growth. At the dawn
of a new millennium, we must work with a
renewed spirit of cooperation to meet the
challenges of our future and fulfill the destiny
of our region.

In strengthening the ties that bind our na-
tions together, we reaffirm our shared com-
mitment of democracy and to the security
of our hemisphere. Last April, the democrat-
ically elected leaders of our hemisphere met
in Santiago, Chile, for the second Summit
of the Americas. Building on the foundation
laid at the Miami Summit in 1994, we devel-
oped an action plan for the future. Our strat-
egy includes concrete methods to strengthen
democracy, protect human rights, increase
access to education, expand free and fair
trade, and reduce corruption.

Thanks in part to the strong bonds be-
tween the nations of the Americas, our region
has achieved an unprecedented era of peace
and stability. As one of the world’s oldest re-
gional alliances, the Organization of Amer-
ican States has served as a guiding institution
in that endeavor. Through several vital initia-
tives, it has worked to foster multilateral co-
operation, to bolster hemispheric security, to
resolve regional disputes, and to combat cor-
ruption, drug trafficking, and international
terrorism. Our community of democracies
also encouraged the governments of Peru

and Ecuador to sign an historic Peace Accord
last October that finally put their long-
standing border dispute to an end.

As we look to our common future, we must
not forget that our vision for the Western
Hemisphere also includes Cuba, whose citi-
zens must be allowed the fruits of liberty and
the rewards of integration. We must also re-
member that our commitment to closer co-
operation becomes especially important in
times of tragedy. As hundreds of thousands
of people across the Americas work to re-
build their homes and their lives in the after-
math of Hurricane Mitch and the earthquake
in Colombia, we must be there to lend a
helping hand and to provide the tools nec-
essary to revitalize the economies of our
neighbors and help renew their commu-
nities. United by a proud history and a shared
interest in deepening political, cultural, and
economic ties, the democracies of our hemi-
sphere can serve as a beacon of peace and
prosperity for citizens around the world.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, April
14, 1999, as Pan American Day and April
11 through April 17, 1999, as Pan American
Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States,
the Governor of the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, and the officials of other areas under
the flag of the United States to honor these
observances with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 12, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 13.

VerDate 23-MAR-99 09:01 Apr 14, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P14AP4.009 txed02 PsN: txed02


